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THE INTRODUCTORY CHAPTERS OF IBN QUTAIBAH:
SAMPLES

(ADAB ALKATEB; ASHEAR WA ASHUARA; OIUN AL
AKHBAR)

ABSTRACT

This study aims to discover the richness of introductory discourse in
the books of Ibn Qutaiba — which constitutes the subject of this study - .
The study, indorsed the descriptive analytical interpretative approach
as a tool to achieve the desired goals of this research.

The plan of the study:

This study is arranged into three chapters preceded by an introduction,
and a preface, and followed by a conclusion that outlines the results of the
study as follows:

The Preface: in this section we have addressed in brief - the features of
the era as manifested in the introductions of Ibn Qutaiba, and the
concept of introduction among the Arabs at that time . Then the study
has dealt with the concept of introductory discourse in modern Western
.and Arabic studies

The first chapter is intended to detect the most important elements of
the introductory discourse , which includes two types: the formal
.elements, and objective elements .

The second chapter explores the types of introductory discourse used by
Ibn Qutaiba. This chapter has four sections that explain the different types
of discourse, namely: the foundational discourse, and the authenticating
discourse, the declarative discourse, and the argumentative discourse..

The third chapter is dedicated for the detection of the most important
references that were used by Ibn Qutaiba in his introductions, which were
established on two authorities, namely: the religious authority, and the
traditional and contemporary references.

The study has come up with a number of results, chief among them
:are the following:

1-The variation in the elements of the discourse in the introductions of
Ibn Qutaiba were due to the fact that he did not stick to specific



methodology, but he subjected each case to his personal situation when
writing..

2 —Variation in discourses of the introductions were due to the .
conceptual framework of the era, and the cultural context; in order to
address the issues from several angles. These include : the foundational
.,the authenticating , the declarative , and the argumentative aspect .

3- Ibn Qutaiba has adopted the religious, the traditional and .
contemporary references, to comply with his objectives in writing each of
his books.

Recommendations

There is an urgent need to reread the Arabic literary heritage from the
perspective of modern applied studies to reveal the richness of this
heritage.
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